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doctor Professor Saul Merin, joined recently by consultant 
Dr. Ghassan Modieh. Saul is a professor at the Hadassah 
Hospital in West Jerusalem and is renowned throughout 
the world for his contributions to retinal medicine – most 
notably for his well-known text book on Inherited Eye Dis-
eases. His presence on the staff and his commitment to the 
Hospital – he has been coming in for one day a week since 
2002 – is an important benefit, both to our patients and to 
the rest of our doctors, and an inspiration to all.

Although we are able to offer our many patients with these 
devastating diseases up-to-the-minute investigation and 
treatment, at present the doctors and nurses occupy a 
corner of the Hospital courtyard. Whilst there are no plans 
to move them, there is scope for enlargement of their 
Unit. When we have done so, our patients will have a more 
comfortable waiting area and the assurance of a uniquely 
staffed and equipped, modern clinic to cope with the ever-
increasing numbers who suffer from these terrible condi-
tions. ”��
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requiring removal of a foreign body. Among these diverse 
patients, there was a common denominator: Each had a 
powerful, serene confidence that he or she would receive 
the best possible care eye care.

Later in the week, we traversed the Wall separating East 
Jerusalem from the West Bank to visit the Hospital’s Clinic in 
Anabta and its Hospital in Hebron. In both, we gained even 
greater respect for the travel difficulties faced and dealt with 
by the Hospital’s staff as they try to ensure the best possible 
eye care for those who live on either side of the Wall. 

Throughout The St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital are hand-
some plaques commemorating the exceptional generosity 
of so many people whose extraordinary donations over time 
have invigorated the Hospital’s mission. I also noted the 
many staff of all ranks whose name badges also proclaimed 
their direct sponsorship by other priories. As the Order Hos-
pitaller John Talbot suggested at our 2009 Investiture, staff 
sponsorship is an immensely beneficial means to personally 
connect with the life of The St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospi-
tal, and the US Priory will explore this possibility. 

However, there are many opportunities in the here and now 
for contributors to help ensure a brighter future for children 
and families in the Holy Land. Some are simple and inexpen-
sive, others are more complex and costly. I hope that you 
will carefully consider the Hospital’s “wish list” and choose 
to make a meaningful difference in this troubled area of the 
world, which has so much impact on all our futures.

Trip to the Holy Land 

The Priory in the U.S. recently organized a special trip to 
the Holy Land, led by Executive Director Ruth Ann Skaff. 
The visit, from April 20-27, included an exclusive tour 
of The St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital, along with a 
private dinner reception and guided tours of many Holy 
sites in Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Confrères and their 
guests are pictured, along with some of the Hospital 
staff. More extensive coverage will be provided in the 
next newsletter. 
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About the Order of St John

The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem is a historic serving 
Order of Chivalry under the British Crown. The honor of membership is bestowed by 
warrant of its Sovereign Head, HM Queen Elizabeth II. The Grand Prior of the Order is HRH 
Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester. There are over 25,000 Members worldwide.

The Priory in the United States of America, constituted in 1996 by authority of Her 
Majesty, is one of eight international priories of the Order. Its primary mission is to 
support The St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital, in East Jerusalem. The American Society of 
the Order of St John was established in 1957, and continues as the tax-exempt charitable 
corporation for the Priory in the USA. Over the years, the U.S. Members of the Order 
have raised millions of dollars and provided substantial donations of medical supplies 
to support the work of the Hospital. For over a century, the Hospital has provided first-
quality ophthalmic care to thousands of people in the Holy Land, without regard to 
gender, race, creed, or ability to pay.

www.saintjohn.org


